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How to adjust a Chevrolet Corvair steering box

This guide focuses on adjusting the play in the steering box.
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INTRODUCTION

A loose steering box can be dangerous, especially when trying to stay in a lane on a windy highway.
There are a number of components in the steering system that can wear, and cause play in the
steering wheel. Before assuming its the steering box causing looseness, lie under the front of the car
and have a friend move the wheel back and forth in the range of play. If the arm on the steering box
does not move back and forth, then it is internal wear, so continue with the procedure.

TOOLS:
Flathead Screwdriver (1)
Standard Wrench Set (1)

This document was generated on 2020-11-28 02:42:58 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 2 of 5


file:///Item/Flathead_Screwdriver
http://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-1916-Combination-Wrench-24-Piece/dp/B000NQ159G/ref=sr_1_1?s=power-hand-tools&ie=UTF8&qid=1407876618&sr=1-1&keywords=wrench+set
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Step 1 — How to adjust a Chevrolet Corvair steering box

@ Open the (front) hood of the car.

o On the drivers side of the luggage
compartment is a black seal.

Step 2

e Remove the black seal.

e Under the seal is the adjustment
screw and locking nut.
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Step 3

| /\ Ifthe screw threads do not rise
above the locking nut then STOP:
The steering box is worn out, it is
time to rebuild it, or replace it!
Failure to do so could result in your
steering system failing.

e Loosen the Locking nut, so the set
screw can be turned with a flat head
screwdriver.

o With the wheels straight and the
steering wheel centered. Turn the
lash adjustment screw clockwise
until it stops, but don't force it any
farther!

e Making sure that the screw does not
turn, carefully tighten the locking
nut.
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Step 4

K L i Y q e Close the hood, drive around and
" o o check the steering wheel play.

e If the play is still too loose, then
repeat steps 2 and 3.

& If the steering wheel does not return
to center after making a turn then it
is too tight. This can cause
unnecessary wear and damage your
steering box! Return to step 2, but
instead of tightening the lash screw,
loosen it a quarter turn at a time and
recheck.

Congratulations! Your steering box should now have a minimal amount of play!
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