
Creating Key Switch Foam Pads for Apple Lisa
Keyboard

In this guide you will learn how to create key switch foam pads for the Apple Lisa/Sol-20 Keyboard.
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TOOLS:
SE 7909LP 9-Piece Hollow Leather Punch -

7/16 (1)
Rubber Mallet (1)
Philips head screwdriver (1)
Gorilla Spray Adhesive (1)
Utility Scissors (1)

PARTS:
Vinyl Foam Weather-Seal (1)
Grafix Silver 0.002 Dura-Lar Film Roll,

27-Inch by 25-Feet (1)
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0002964CC/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o01_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-30603-Fiberglass-Handle-16-Ounce/dp/B00KX4KB5M/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1499456771&sr=8-4&keywords=rubber+mallet
file:///Item/Philips_head_screwdriver
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Gorilla-14-oz-Spray-Adhesive-6301502/303508262
file:///Store/Tools/Utility-Scissors/IF145-134
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Frost-King-E-O-3-4-in-x-3-16-in-17-ft-Grey-Vinyl-Foam-Weather-Seal-Self-Stick-Tape-V449H/100210956
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0092MJYQS/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o01_s01?ie=UTF8&psc=1


Step 1 — Keyboard Dissasembly

Turn the keyboard over and remove
the 5 identified screws. Photo credit:
deskthority.net



Step 2 — Keyboard Dissasembly

Turn the keyboard around and
remove the 4 identified screws.
Photo credit: deskthority.net
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Step 3 — Keyboard Dissasembly

Remove the ground screw. Photo
credit: deskthority.net



Step 4 — Remove Old Foam Pads

Dig out all the bad foam pads. Photo
credit: deskthority.net
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Step 5 — Set Keyboard Aside

Set the keyboard aside.

Step 6 — Cut Film

Find a steady-flat surface. Cut off a chunk of the metallic film. Size varies depending on how many
pads you want to create.
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Step 7 — Find Metal Side

The metalized film has a plastic and metal side. Find the metal side. I find that the metal side has
subtle streaks on it whereas the plastic side is clean/smooth.



Step 8 — Spray Adhesive

Lay the plastic side of the film down on the flat surface. Lightly spray the metal side with the gorilla
adhesive and wait 30 seconds before following the next step.
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Step 9 — Cut the Foam Strip

Cut off a section of the vinyl weather strip and lay the non adhesive side down on the metal side of
the metalized film.



Step 10 — Remove Sticker Backing

After waiting a few minutes for the adhesive to dry, remove the sticker backing from the foam strip.
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Step 11 — Punching

Place foam side down (film side up)
on the flat surface. Position the 7/16
punch on the film and hammer firmly
with the rubber mallet. Photo credit:
lisa.sunder.net



Step 12 — Cleaning the Pad Edges

After punching the desired amount of pads, remove the punched pads from the foam strip. Use
scissors to cut any rough edges from the created pads.
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To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.

Step 13 — Inserting Pad

Stick the new foam pad onto the
underside of the key mechanism so
the sticky side is adhered to the key
mechanism and the plastic side of
the metal film is oriented toward the
circuit board (when Keyboard is
reassembled.) Photo credit:
deskthority.net



Step 14 — Reassemble Keyboard

Reassemble keyboard. Verify all the
foam pads function. If they don’t
verify that they are wrinkle free and
are perfectly sized.
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