Q FixiT

How To Apply Stretch Release Battery
Adhesive

This guide shows how to cut and apply new...

Written By: Carsten Frauenheim
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INTRODUCTION

This guide shows how to cut and apply new stretch release adhesive strips when you're replacing a
battery.

Note: This guide depicts several different phones and batteries during the procedure. Your adhesive
application may vary slightly from the photos depicted in this guide, but the method remains the
same.

TOOLS: PARTS:

Tweezers (1) Stretch Release Battery Adhesive (1)
Isopropyl Alcohol 70% (1)

Coffee Filters or a lint-free cloth (1)

Scissors (1)

Marker (1)

Step 1 — Remove the old adhesive

@ Keep track of the approximate

< location of the old battery adhesive.
It may be helpful to take a quick
photo to reference later.

® Begin by removing all of the old
adhesive and residue from the
adhesion surfaces in the battery
well.

@ You can pull the adhesive off with
tweezers or your fingers, roll it up
on the tip of a spudger with a roll-
and-pull motion, or scrape it off
with the flat end of a spudger.
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https://www.ifixit.com/products/tweezers
https://www.amazon.com/Amazon-Brand-Isopropyl-Antiseptic-Treatment/dp/B07NFVQCJP/ref=sr_1_1_ffob_sspa?crid=1A5JAUU7YZ9L7&keywords=isopropyl%252Balcohol%252B70%252Bpercent&qid=1682554580&sprefix=isopropyl%252Caps%252C134&sr=8-1-spons&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExMzFHMjFDN09UVEE3JmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMTI0ODE3MzJFVkE1SVk3R1gyTiZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwNTYzNDc1UFA2MkkxSzhWTTZXJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ&th=1
http://www.amazon.com/BUNN-BCF100-B-100-Count-Basket-Filter/dp/B00006IUV3/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370633953&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=scissors&crid=7BYBQJ44ZY9O&sprefix=scissor%252Caps%252C221&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
http://www.amazon.com/Sharpie-Permanent-Markers-Point-12-Pack/dp/B00006IFHD/ref=sr_1_1?s=office-products&ie=UTF8&qid=1453761348&sr=1-1&keywords=sharpie+fine+point+marker
https://www.ifixit.com/products/stretch-release-battery-adhesive
https://d3nevzfk7ii3be.cloudfront.net/igi/omScJRSckUhIpVcT.huge

Step 2 — Clean the surface

® Finish cleaning the surface using a
lint-free cloth (or coffee filter) and
some high-concentration isopropyl
alcohol (90% or higher).

@ Wait at least a minute to let the
alcohol evaporate after cleaning.
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Step 3 — Inspect your device

@ The following steps show a general use case for the stretch release adhesive strips—locations
will vary between phone models. Evaluate what will work for your specific repair before you
install the adhesive.

® With the device powered off, inspect the battery well on your device:

& Avoid applying adhesive over ribbon cables or delicate surfaces like NFC or wireless
charging coils.

& Avoid applying adhesive too close to sensitive components.
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Step 4 — Align the adhesive strips

@ The stretch release adhesive strips
will be applied to the rear of the
replacement battery, and may need
to be cut to length.

h ® |f you don't need to cut the
‘ adhesive strips to length, skip the

next two steps.

® |ay the stretch release adhesive
strips next to your replacement

: battery, aligning the pull tabs slightly

% above the top edge of the battery.

Step 5
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® Using a pen, mark a line on the stretch release adhesive just slightly above the bottom edge of
the battery.
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Step 6 — Cut the adhesive to length

3 " 3

® Use a pair of sharp scissors or a razor blade to cut the stretch release adhesive tabs at the
marked line.

& If your scissors are dull, they may gum up the adhesive—you might have to start over with
fresh strips.

® Remove the excess section of adhesive.

Step 7

® Remove the small sections of blue film covering the flat ends of the adhesive strips. Don't
remove the entire blue liner, just the small parts covering the pull tabs.
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Step 8

® Carefully align the exposed portion of the adhesive strips along the edge of the front of the
battery, and press them gently into place.

@ Some devices need to have the battery pull tabs located near the top of the device, and
some have them located near the bottom. Evaluate what will work for your repair.

& Take care to line up the strips correctly the first time. Once they adhere to the battery, they
can't be removed and realigned.
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Step 9

® Place the battery face down on a flat surface.

@ Starting at the cut end of the adhesive strips, peel off the large blue film covering the strips.

@ Use a pair of tweezers to loosen the blue layer if you have trouble starting near the cut
section of adhesive.

@ The blue film sometimes has a defect that prevents it from peeling off, and the strips have to
be discarded and replaced.

® |[f this happens to you and you got your strips from iFixit, contact us and we'll send you a
replacement on the double.

® [n the meantime, you can temporarily reassemble your phone with a bit of double-sided tape
to hold the battery.
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http://help.ifixit.com/category/133-contact-ifixit

Step 10

® Using your fingertip, gently roll the adhesive strips over the bottom edge of the battery, toward
the back.

& Don't pull or stretch the strips as you apply them.

Step 11

® |ay the strips down flat on the back of the battery.
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Step 12

@® Use your fingers or a cloth to press the strips firmly into place along the back of the battery.

Step 13
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® Carefully peel away the remaining piece of film, fully exposing the adhesive strips.

® Set the battery lightly in place in the device.
@® Plug in the battery connector temporarily to ensure that the cable reaches the socket

Disconnect the battery before resuming reassembly.

® Press the battery into place, and continue with your repair.

For optimal performance, calibrate your newly installed battery after completing this guide.
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