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Removal and installation of in-dash stereo
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INTRODUCTION

Removing the factory head unit requires removal of the entire center console. This guide shows the
procedure for manual transmission models.

It is extremely difficult to show the location of the screws and connectors that hold the factory stereo
in place while it is still installed. This guide shows the location of these components on a removed
stereo to aide in locating them.

TOOLS:
Flathead Screwdriver (1)
Phillips #2 Screwdriver (1)

Must be stubby to fit inside tight clearances of
dash.
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Step 1 — Center Console

 

Remove the two Phillips screws at the very rear of the center console near the floor.

Step 2

 

Insert a small flathead screwdriver into the notch at the driver's side rear corner of the screw cover
directly below the parking brake lever and pry it off.



Remove the two Phillips screws that were underneath the screw cover.
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Step 3

 

Grab the bottom of the rear portion of the console and lift up and away from the front of the car.

Remove the rear portion of the center console.
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Step 4

 

Pull the ash tray out from the center console until it stops.

Push down on the metal plate at the top of the ash tray and continue to pull the tray out until it is
completely removed.



Step 5

  

Remove two Phillips screws from behind the ash tray.

Remove the lower portion of the console that contains the cigarette lighter from the rest of the
center console.



Disconnect the electrical connector for the cigarette lighter by first depressing the tab on top, and
then pulling directly out of the socket.
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Step 6

  

Remove four Phillips screws that hold the side pieces of the front portion of the console in place.

Two below the radio pocket.

Two on the faces of the side pieces, one on either side.

Step 7

 

Remove the shift knob by unscrewing it counter-clockwise.

Lift the front portion of the center console up and away from the front of the car.

It may be necessary to pull the emergency brake handle up further to create enough room to
remove the front portion of the center console.
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Step 8 — Head Unit

To remove the factory head unit, you
must position yourself on your back
with your head behind the dash. Use
a flashlight or headlamp and look up
towards the area where the head
unit sits.



Use a very short screwdriver to
remove the two downward-facing
Phillips screws that hold the head
unit in place.



With enough light it is fairly easy
to identify these two screws, since
they have large, hex-shaped
heads.



Be very careful when removing
these screws, since the metal
brackets behind the dash have
sharp edges. You may wish to wear
some sort of gloves to keep from
scratching your hands.
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Step 9

Grab the pocket below the factory
radio and pull the head unit a few
inches out of the dash.



There are connectors on the back of
the head unit that must be
disconnected before it can be
removed entirely.
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To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.

Step 10

 

Disconnect the connector that includes all of the power and signal wires from the back of the head
unit by first pushing down on the small tab on top of the connector, and then pulling straight out.



Remove the radio antenna cable from the back of the head unit by pulling it straight out.

With these two things removed, the entire head unit can be pulled out of the dash.

When installing the new stereo, make sure that the speaker and signal wires are not getting in the
way of the head unit sliding all the way into place.



If you are installing an after-market head unit, you don't need to reuse the two Phillips screws,
because the adapter bracket for the head unit will clip into the dash.
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