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INTRODUCTION

Note: If you’re trying to install the latest MacOS on a 2009 and later Apple computer, follow the
MacOS internet recovery guide instead .

If you have recently upgraded or replaced the hard drive for your MacBook or iMac, you will need to
reinstall macOS onto it. This guide will show you how to install macOS High Sierra onto a blank hard
drive by using a bootable flash drive.

Before you begin, you will need to create a bootable flash drive.  This requires having access to
a Mac currently running High Sierra, in order to download the 7.7 GB High Sierra file in the App
Store. You will also need an empty flash drive that can fit 5.4 GB.

Follow this guide to create a bootable macOS High Sierra flash drive  before proceeding with the
guide.

TOOLS:
USB Flash Drive (1)

6 GB or larger
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https://www.ifixit.com/Guide/How+to+create+a+bootable+USB+drive/66371
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%253Daps&field-keywords=USB+flash+drive


Step 1 — How to Install macOS High Sierra

 

With the device powered off, disconnect any external hard drives and flash drives.

Plug in your macOS High Sierra bootable flash drive.

Hold down the [option] or [alt] (⌥) key on the keyboard and power on the device.

When you see the boot selection screen as shown, release the [option] key.

Use either the keyboard's arrow keys or the mouse to select "Install MacOS High Sierra." Press
[enter] or click your selection with the mouse.
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Step 2

 

Your Mac will begin copying the installation files from the flash drive. This may take up to 30
minutes.



Depending on the speed of your flash drive, it may look like progress has frozen, but it should
resume if you continue to wait.



When prompted, select your language and press [enter], or click the arrow button.
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Step 3

 

If you don't need to pre-configure your hard drive, skip to step 5. If you're not sure or if the drive is
used, it's a good idea to pre-configure your hard drive.



Select "Disk Utility" from the menu and press [enter] or click the continue button.
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Step 4

  

Select your hard drive from the left column in Disk Utility.

It is most likely the uninitialized drive.

If you have multiple hard drives, make sure you select the correct one as the next step will wipe
the selected drive clean.



Click the "Erase" button at the top of the window.

Choose a name for your drive (you can rename it later). Leave the scheme as GUID Partition
Map.



If you are installing an SSD, choose the APFS format. If you are installing a mechanical drive or
if your device doesn't officially support the newer OS, leave the format as Mac OS Extended
(journaled)



Click "Erase." When the process completes, click "Done."

Exit the Disk Utility by clicking on the red X button on the top left corner of the window.
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High Sierra should now be freshly installed! Enjoy!

Step 5

 

Select "Reinstall macOS" from the menu and press [enter] or click "Continue."

Step 6

  

Read through the license agreement.

Click "Agree" to accept the license agreement.

Your Mac will now install macOS High Sierra. Be patient and wait for it to complete.

Once the install is complete, the device will restart itself.
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